117. LETTER TO DR. PORTER
21 TO 24, COURT CHAMBERS,
JOHANNESBURG,
March, 18, 1904
DR. C. PORTER
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
JOHANNESBURG
DEAR DR. PORTER,
I send you the enclosed rough note1 as it comes to me. I understand
there are about fifteen Indians, in the condition described, in the Location.
Many of them are paupers. One man has died, and no one has removed,
or is in a position to remove, the dead body.
Will you kindly interest yourself in the matter? A great deal is being
done by volunteers, and the patients are being attended to. An attempt
is being made to raise subscriptions also. In the meanwhile, however, I
hope that you will be good enough to do all that may be necessary.
I understand that these men have come from the mines, where they
have been working. If you will give one of the vacant Stands in the Loca-
tion to be used as a temporary hospital, it will be very much appreciated.
I believe it is the duty of the Town Council to attend to these men. The
Indian community, however, will raise subscriptions and partially fit out
the place. Dr. Godfrey, who has just returned from Glasgow, will probably
attend to the patients free of charge or at a nominal fee. I, however, leave
the matter entirely in your hands.
/ remai^
Tours truly,
M. K. GANDHI
[ADDENDUM]2
On the first of March, a short note3 was written to Dr. Porter, infor-
ming him that, in my opinion, plague had broken out. Letter of the 8th
March is the reply thereto.
No copy of the letter was kept and, it being probably at Dr. Porter's
house, Health Office cannot supply a copft
M.K. GANDHI
Indian Opinion, 9-4-1904
1  This is not available, but Gandhiji says in his Autobiography (Part IV, Chapter XV)
that the pencil note by Madanjit was to the  following  effect:  "There has been a sudden
outbreak of the black plague. You must come immediately and take prompt measures, other-
wise we must be prepared for dire consequences. Please come immediately".
2  The correspondence was released to the Press with this explanationT
3  This is not available,